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Sugarloaf SkiSugarloaf Ski  ClubClub
N E W S

Ski Club 
Mission
The mission of the

Sugarloaf Ski Club is to 
provide the opportunity
or all youth to participate 

and excel in skiing and 
snowboarding, promote 

community building events, 
support competition and 
preserve the history and 
heritage of the mountain.

Board of  
Directors
President - Stephen Arner
Vice Pres. - Kim Kearing
Treasurer - Phil Hunter 
Executive Director/
Secretary - Bruce Miles

Bob Allen
Brian Demshar
Russ Drechsel
Alex Godomsky - CVA
Tracy Goller
Tom Hildreth
Nancy Holliday
Erik Kankainen
Christine Kendall
Jim McCormack - SMC
Peter Smith
Teddy Smith
Joe Tutlis
Joyce Tobias
Patrick Willihan

Ski Club Members:  
Approx. 1,500
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President’s Message
Stephen Arner

The ski season at Sugarloaf is winding down 
as I write this, although the resort was lucky 
enough to get a surprise 12” of powder on 
April 9. And the snow really was powdery, 
not the heavy stuff one might expect at 
this time of year. ReggaeFest is firing up 
this weekend, with a bit more snow in the 
forecast. The mountain will be open through 
the weekend of April 27, with hope to be 
open into early May. To date, the mountain 
is reporting 160” of snow accumulation 
this winter. That is below the reported 200” 
average snowfall that some sources claim for 
Sugarloaf, but actually a bit higher than the 
average if you look only at the data going 
back to 2012-13. I was surprised to find that 
in a few seasons (dating back to the late 
1960s) Sugarloaf has received less than 70” 
of snow in a season! At any rate, it certainly 
felt like the number of wind holds was higher 
than average, but I didn’t try to find statistics 
to back up my perception.

Meanwhile, the Ski Club is in great shape 
and already preparing for next season. The 
club has over a million dollars in assets and 
plans to award over $100,000 in ski and 
snowboard scholarships next year (including 
Kings’ Kids). Athletes we have supported 
continue to excel in multiple disciplines, 
including alpine, ski and snowboard cross, 
freestyle, rail jams, and moguls. We plan 
to continue mailing out newsletters and 
supporting social events, in addition to our 
main focus of providing opportunities for 
youth to participate in and excel in skiing 
and snowboarding. The pot luck social at the 
Competition Center this week was well-
attended and it seemed to me a good time 
was had by all. Many also gathered a few days 
prior to that to attend a celebration of life for 
Leverett (“Lev”) Steeves, who passed away 
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in January. Most of 
you no doubt knew 
Lev and know that 
he was a dedicated 
race volunteer and 
was integral to the 
locals race league 
for more than 
three decades. The locals race league trophy 
has been named the Lev Steeves Cup in his 
honor, and additionally, the Volunteer of the 
Year Award will now also bear his name  
(along with Gleason Rand’s). Lev will be  
missed but his legacy remains. 

We plan to continue Tuesday night socials 
next ski season and will likely be working in 
conjunction with Sugarloaf to celebrate the 
75th anniversary of the Club and Sugarloaf. If 
you have any ideas regarding social events, or 
would like to assist with them, we’d love to 
hear from you! Indeed, your input regarding 
any of the Club’s events and plans is welcome.

We have a few events coming up that you 
may want to add to your calendar. First up, is 
the 44th Annual Golf Classic scheduled for 
June 20. There will be volunteer, sponsorship 
and tournament entry opportunities. Check 
the website for more details coming soon. 
Another club fundraiser, Swig and Swing, is 
scheduled to return October 10. And finally, 
our annual meeting is scheduled for  
December 6.

I hope everyone has a great summer and 
those interested are able to check out 
Sugarloaf ’s coming bike park and lift-serviced 
mountain biking, still on track to open this 
summer.

Steve Arner 
President, Sugarloaf Ski Club
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	 Yes, I would like to be a member of
	 the Sugarloaf Ski Club!
Name:_______________________________Address__________________________________________

City:_________________________________State: ____________________Zip:_ ____________________

Email:________________________________________________________

( ) Individual $30 ( ) Couple $50 ( ) Family $60 ( ) This is a renewal

I’ve been a member since:____________

Please make checks payable to: Sugarloaf Ski Club, • 9008 Main Street • Carrabassett Valley, Maine 04947
Or join at our online website store at sugarloafkiclub.com

Upcoming Events
Check our website calendar for other 
events sugarloafskiclub.com or email 

questions to info@sugarloafskiclub.com

May 11
Sugarloaf Marathon

June 20
44th Annual

Ski Club Golf Classic
Sugarloaf Golf Club

June 28
Kingfield Pops

July 4
Bike Park opens

July 12
Carrabassett

Backcountry Challenge

October 10
Swig & Swing

Golf Tournament

October 11-12
Homecoming

December 6
Annual Club Meeting

& Social

Iron Man 2025

The Paul Schipper  2025 Iron Man Award 
this year goes to Dan Burgess.

 
The Iron Man award was created in 1999 to honor the original 
Sugarloaf Iron Man Paul Schipper who for 24 years straight skied 
Sugarloaf every day the mountain was open for a total of 3,903 
days.  A complete story on Paul and a list of past recipients can be 
found on pages 45 & 46 of the Club’s 75th aniv. magazine which is 
on our website.
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The 44th Annual 
Sugarloaf  Ski 
Club Classic Golf  
Tournament 
Presented by The Bag & Kettle 
and the Sugarloaf  Golf  Club
 
This year’s event will take place on Friday, June 
20th, at the Sugarloaf Golf Club.  Ski Club 
Board members Patrick Willihan and Joe Tutlis 
will co-chair this important scholarship fund 
raising event for the Dick and Martha Ayotte 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.

The fee of $700 per foursome is all inclusive 
with lunch, golf cart, Mulligan, all contests and 
Raffle. Many prizes will be awarded. 

Thursday night June 19 will be a Pre Classic gathering at The Bag & Kettle

Friday morning June 20, 7:30 registration, 9:00 am Shotgun start Scramble format.

Awards and luncheon at Golf Club House included at 2:30 pm.

If you cannot play but your business or family would like to be a hole sponsor. The donation cost $250..

The purpose of the Dick and Martha Ayotte Scholarship Fund is to assist needful youngsters who live in the Sugarloaf 
region with the costs associated with their ski and snowboard training programs at Sugarloaf Mountain. Next season 
the Club will be awarding over $100,000 to assist local kids in being able to pursue their skiing and riding dreams. The 
Sugarloaf Ski Club  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and has been supporting ski and snowboard training and 
educational programs for kids since 1950..

For more information contact Bruce Miles at the Sugarloaf Ski Club email  TheClub@sugarloafskiclub.com  or sign up 
on the Sugarloaf Ski Club website  www.sugarloafskiclub.com
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Alpine, Nordic & Telemark Skis & Boots/ Apparel & Accessories
Snowboards / Sales, Service & Repairs

An Outdoor Tradition Since 1938

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 10-6 • Rte. 1, Kittery, ME • 888-587-6246 • ktp.comRte. 1, Kittery, ME • 888-587-6246 • ktp.com • ktpevents.com

ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f S
ug

ar
lo

af



	 9008 Main Street • Carrabassett Valley, Maine 04947 • 207.237.6955 • Email: TheClub@sugarloafskiclub.com   	 5

Sugarloaf Ski Club News  •  www.sugarloafskiclub.com

Proud Sugarloafers since 1958
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2025 Sugarloaf  
Locals Race 
Series
 
The season ended with The Rack team 
in first place for the second year in a 
row.

They beat out 6 other locals teams that 
were comprised of more than 130 ski & 
snowboard racers. As usual there were 
weather disruptions throughout the 
season but weather did not  dampen 
the camaraderie of the locals teams or 
make for any less fierce competitions. 

The biggest news for the Sugarloaf Locals racing series was not 
the results.

As a well deserved tribute to long time locals racer and 
volunteer, the annual locals team trophy will be forever named 
the “Lev Steeves Cup”. As well as being a long time Competition 
Department volunteer, Lev worked many hours to insure that 
locals racers were scored fairly and accurately. Lev loved the 
Sugarloaf Locals Race Series and all it entailed. His physical 
presence will be missed but his locals spirit will live on.

Rack Team 

Jay Reynolds 
of Team Bag 
displays the 
newly named 
“Lev Steeves 
Cup”  trophy
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 207.872.5861 • WATERVILLE, ME • www.cobeckroofing.com

 207.872.5861 • Waterville, ME • www.cobeckroofing.com

Pond Skimming
 
The Annual 
East Coast 
Pond Skimming 
Championships were 
held at Sugarloaf on 
Saturday April 19.

The event, as always 
had some successful 
and not successful 
attempts to skim 
across the ice cold 
water on  “The 
Landing”. Lots of 
young Sugarloafers 
joined in for the fun. 
Some as young as 8 
years old. New for 
this year, Skimmers 
had two ponds to 
conquer. Some did 
one some did all. 
There were many 
thrills and spills.

A youngster entering the pond. Snow Reporter Erica Jenson skimmed across as our Lady of Liberty
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Banking that believes in you
FranklinSavings.Bank

Our Maine winter is 
better in the mountains.

Whether you’re looking for construction 
loans, primary or secondary home mortgages, 
our team at Franklin Savings Bank is ready for you.

✓ Flexible terms
✓ ✓ Low down payments
✓ Competitive rates
✓ Local service

Local lenders, local decision making. Call today.

(800) 287-0752 | (207) 778-3339 

Young Sugarloafers ready for Pond Skim Challenge
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WIND HOLD? NO WORRIES!
Large selection of  Skins, Tele & AT boots & bindings!

Scott, Scarpa, Tecnica,  Lange, Salomon, Marker, ATK, 22Designs, Montana, etc.
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- Exceptional Wintersteiger ski & snowboard tuning
 Satisfaction guaranteed
 Experience a “Happy Tune” and you WILL feel the di�erence!
- Race & Demo Center for:
 Rossignol - Dynastar - Blizzard - Elan
- World Class, Custom Boot-Fitting
 By appointment; call 235-TUNE (8863)
 LANGE - SALOMON - TECNICA - ROSSIGNOL - ALPINA -   
 DALBELLO - SCARPA - SCOTT - DALEBOOT dealer

. . . And 
MAINE KAYAK EXPEDITIONS

Celebrating 35+ years of  transformational 
youth wilderness trips!

Education is our vision, paddling, our passion!

Powered By

www.skihappytunes.com
SUGARLOAF, ME     207-235-TUNE

Valley Crossing on Rt. 27, Next to Tufulio’s   |   Email: happy@skihappytunes.com
SUGARLOAF, ME      207-235-TUNE (8863)

Crusher Retires
A retirement celebration was held April 16 for Rich “Crusher” Wilkinson
 
Crusher has been an integral part of Sugarloaf ’s team since starting here as a 
groomer in December of 1981.  He has worn many hats across the mountain 
operations department. For the past 24 years he has led the entire division 
as the VP of Mountain Operations.  He is one of a handful of team members 
who have dedicated the majority of their careers to this mountain; 43 years!  

Sugarloaf team member Brent Larsen will be following Crusher as V P of 
Operations.

Crusher hands his “seat” over to  his 
replacement Brent Larsen.

Police Chief mark Lopez subjects Crusher o a little roasting while he kicks back 
in his new Lay Z Boy recliner
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Become a Docent
It’s easy and 
rewarding.
 
Being a docent at the Maine Ski and 
Snowboard Museum is both fun and 
rewarding. It is fun because docents have 
the opportunity to meet other individuals 
that share a passion for our great sport, 
its history and its evolution throughout 
the past century and beyond. Visitors are 
interested to see, touch and feel the many 
items on exhibit. Almost every visitor will 
comment that “those were my first/favorite 
pair of boots/skis” or some other item. 
They have fond memories of the many 
individuals or locations that are depicted 
in the many posters and articles. For most 
people it is a walk down memory lane. 

It’s rewarding because so many of the 
items relate directly to, or indirectly, to 
Sugarloaf. Folks invariably remember their 
first time here. They invariably will tell how this has been “their mountain “ forever. They will tell about the many places 
that they have skied around the world but Sugarloaf is “home”. Other areas may be bigger or better but this is the best!  
Folks frequently inquire about what it’s like to live and ski here. It’s our pleasure to give them our special spin on how 
fortunate we are to live here in the “Valley”. 

Skiers and Snowboarders are happy and fun people. Why wouldn’t they be?  There’s something about being out in 
a beautiful location, enjoying the surroundings with friends, and friends that you haven’t yet met, and skiing down a 
mountain at whatever pace you want that is exhilarating!  There’s nothing better. So if you want to spread the love, take 
a few hours and be a Maine Ski and Snowboard Museum docent. You’ll get more out of it than you put in. 

Ski Museum
The Maine Ski & Snowboard Museum has 
moved to the Mountain. The Museum is now 
located in the former Condo Check-in Center 
on the access road. The museum is looking for 
volunteers to act as docents. 
 
If you are interested call 207-265-2023

Docents Josh, Jeannette, Sue & Mike



Over 140 local kids participating in 
2025 Boomauger Ski & Snowboard 
program.

Thank you King’s Kids Supporters!
For local kids ages 5-15
In 2018 we launched a new program 
with a generous $500,000 gift from the 
H. King and Jean Cummings Charitable 
Fund. This gift isthe foundation of an 
endowment fund ( now at $1.3 million) 
for the King’s Kids initiative to help kids 
ages 5-15 in Franklin and Somerset 
counties learn to alpine ski, snowboard, 
and nordic ski and to support other 
local initiatives. For a list of donors visit 
our website.

Sixth season  
accomplishments
Winter 2024 King’s Kids funded the 
following:

•	 Kids from RSU 58, RSU 74,Stratton, 
andRangeley participated in the 
8-Sunday PM Boomuager program 
through the Sugarloaf Perfect Tum 
Ski School. King’s Kids underwrote 
over 75% of the cost of this program, 

including lift ticket, lessons , and 
rentals. Each child only paid $40 for 
the entire 8 session program.

•	 King’s Kids assisted the Titcomb Mtn. 
Ski & Snowboard programs

•	 All volunteer run Baker Mountain in 
Moscow and Spruce Mountain in Jay 
were given funds by King’s Kids..

•	 Many local children received 
scholarshipsto Sugarloaf Mini & 
Bubblecuffer programs (in addition 
to significant monies from other club 
funds).

•	 We awarded several thousand dollars 
to Stratton and Mt Abram Schools to 
help with middle and high school ski 
teams.

For 2025 season:
We have the Boomauger Jr.pro program. 
This program is designed to train 14-15 
year olds to become instructors of skiing 
or snowboarding.

The Boomauger 
program pro, vides 
local kids with 8 days of 
skiing or snowboarding 
lifts , lessons and rentals 
at the low cost of just 
$40 for all 8 sessions. 
Nordic Boomaugers 
is only $8King’s Kid’s 
had a verysuccessful 
fifthseason

“My first,grade son 
is enrolled in the 
Boomauger program 
and I’m writing to thank 
you for the incredible 
opportunity you’ve given 
him and other local 
kids this year. Many 
thanks to the generous 
donor(s) who have made 
this program possible. 
Wecan’t thank you 
enough.,”

– Parent

“We wanted to thank 
the Sugarloaf Ski & 
Snowboard School 
and the Sugarloaf Ski 
Club for offering the 
Boomauger program 
for local kids. The 
extremely generous 
donation from the King’s 
Kids Fund made the 
program a ffordable for 
ev, eryone and opened 
upskiing for a lot of 
kids.”

– Parent

“It was fantastic. An 
opportunity he would 
not have had without 
this program. He 
definitely will do it 
again.”

– Parent



Young Boomaugers get a ride on Moose CabooseSugarloaf Ski Club presents check for $2,000 to help Baker 
Mtn provide skiing & riding services for local kids

Stratton Elementary Schoolkids were given a bonus day of skiing and riding provided by 
Sugarloaf Ski Club and the King’s Kids Fund.
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UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Anthony R. Jessen
First Vice President - Investments
Financial Advisor

One City Center, 7th Floor
Portland, ME 04101
Phone: 207-791-5112
Fax: 855-249-4228
Toll free: 800-388-8919
tony.jessen@ubs.com

Titcomb T-Bar Fund
Titcomb Mountain needs a Hand

Since 1939 Titcomb Mountain in Farmington 
has ben helping local kids experience the thrill 
of skiing and snowboarding. Now they need our 
help.

Many Sugarloaf Ski Club members have made 
donations to the T-Bar Fund already. 

Because of your help they are already more than 
halfway to their goal of $2,225,000!  

When they meet their goal they will be able 
to replace Lift 2, repair Lift 1, and install the 
necessary electrical power to run the new lifts.  
Please consider donating, as every donation 
matters!

Our sincerest gratitude for your valuable time and willingness to consider this investment in our youths’ future. If you 
are in a position to donate please see the information below: 

Franklin Ski and Outing Club which operates Titcomb Mtn. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Checks: Please make your tax deductible donation payable to Franklin Ski and Outing Club and include “T-bar Fund” 
in the memo line:  

Titcomb Mountain PO Box 138 W. Farmington, ME 04992

If you would like to donate by credit card visit their website.  www.titcombmountain.com
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Estate Grown
Wines

Russian River Valley
Sonoma County, California

Cabernet Sauvignon • Merlot
Cabernet Franc • Pinot Noir

Sauvignon Blanc
 

707•433•4032 
11650 Los Amigos Road, Healdsburg  •  MerriamVineyards.com

Award
Winning

Wines

Kids on Titcomb tbar
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13th Annual WinterKids 
Downhill 24
 
This year’s WinterKids Downhill 24 took place Feb 27-
28. Teams skied and snowboarded 24 hours straight and 
raised over $700,000.00 for WinterKids. The Sugarloaf Ski 
Club  “Supersquad” team participated  for its 4th year.

“SuperSquad” consisted  of 12 amazing young Sugarloafers 
led by Captain JJ Sevigny. Collectively they raised over 
$30,000 for WinterKids. This put them in first place for 
“Kid’s teams”  fundraising.  The team members were 
Robinson Jones, Suzy Hauser, Niven Wilder-Labrum, Lily 
Hauser, JJ Sevigny, Flynn Marden, Thomas Ricker, James 
Ricker, Spencer Ricker, Annika Johnson, Sully Masterman 
and Margot Harris.  

The Sugarloaf Ski Club is so grateful to these young 
Sugarloafers for putting in the hours to participate in a 
very important event. While it is a lot of fun, the event 
is so important to the Ski Club’s mission of helping local 
youth be able to afford to ski or snowboard. The club got 
to keep half of the over $30k that was raised by the team 
and WinterKids also awarded us $10k to help us with 
our programs. The club was involved heavily in the DH24 
supplying many volunteers to help with running the event. 

Special thanks go to our 3 moms, Jamie, Megan, Lindsay 
and grandmom Suzanne for all the work they put into this 
adventure.

Five of our team members, Thomas, James & Spencer Ricker & Sully Masterman &  Annika Johnson skied all 24 hours. 
( Annika also got in a run where she skinned up). Our Captain, JJ, was the top fundraiser in the kids category. All those  
accomplishments greatly helped the point tallies. When the “Kids Cup” winner was determined, SuperSquad came out 
on top once again.

SuperSquad 2025

The Ricker Clan
WinterKids Executive Director Courtney Holub presents a 

check to Bruce Miles of the Sugarloaf Ski Club.
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匀甀最愀爀氀漀愀昀攀爀猀 匀椀渀挀攀 ㄀㤀㜀㘀

刀琀攀 㐀 ☀ 刀椀氀攀礀 刀搀  䨀愀礀Ⰰ 䴀䔀    ㈀　㜀ⴀ㠀㤀㜀ⴀ㔀㐀㐀㔀    猀欀椀ⴀ搀攀瀀漀琀⸀挀漀洀
䌀漀洀瀀氀攀琀攀 匀欀椀 匀愀氀攀猀Ⰰ 匀攀爀瘀椀挀攀Ⰰ 刀攀渀琀愀氀猀 ☀ 䐀攀洀漀猀

Bowling ~ Arcade ~ Golf
Serving Lunch and Dinner

Full Bar &
Upscale Pub Style Menu

1242 Carrabassett Dr.
Carrabassett Valley, ME 04947

207-235-3300

www.carrabassettcoffee.com
Really good coffee from Kingfield, Maine

Sugarloaf Farmington&
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sugarloafmountainside.com 
realestate@sugarloaf.com • (207) 237-2100

BUYING OR SELLING AT SUGARLOAF? 
ASK THE SLOPESIDE LIVING EXPERTS. 

2025 Sugarloaf Ski Club Competition Center Volunteers
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My husband Dave and I moved full time 
to Sugarloaf 23+ years ago. We have met 
many great people being members of the 
ski club. The Club supports local kids who 
participate in winter sports and they have 

been instrumental in our children’s success 
as competitive alpine racers, THANK YOU!

Henry/St. Lawrence University,
Emma/University of New Hampshire,

Luke/Harvard University.

Will Swain wins 
the U16 Swedish  

National  
Championships  

in Ski Cross
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The Notorius
Squirrel

VOLUNTEER 
Appreciation Party
 
The Sugarloaf Competition Dept’s annual volunteer appreciation 
party was held on Sunday April 6.

Annually, an award is given to the outstanding volunteer of the year.

This award has been known as “The Gleason Rand Award”, named 
after the late Dr. Gleason Rand since 1974.  Starting this season the 
award has been renamed to add long time volunteer Lev Steeves’ 
name to it.  

Volunteer coordinator Mark Swisher  presented the award to Phil 
Hunter , who earned the award in 2002 along with his wife Mary. 
Phil is the first volunteer to earn the newly named “Volunteer of 
the Year award in memory of Lev Steeves & Gleason Rand”   Phil 
put in many hours on the hill working key  jobs as finish and start 
referee for Alpine races and Chief of Scoring for Freestyle meets 

Also, time was taken during the party to honor long time 
Competition Center Directo Jim McCormack. Jim will be leaving 
his post to take on new duties at Sugarloaf as Grooming Director. 
The lady volunteers led by Laura Schaefer  resurrected a skit they 
did when Jim gained fame by solving a squirrel problem in the Luce 
building a few years back.

Mark Swisher  presents Phil Hunter with Volunteer of 
the Year Award

Jim reflecting on his over 30 years involvement with the 
Competition Center.

The ladies of the Competition Center serenade
“The Squirrel Killer”

Phil & Mary Hunter
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Ainsworth, Thelin & Raftice, P.A.
7 Ocean Street, South Portland

(207)767-4824
www.atrlaw.pro

Your Sugarloaf Real Estate 
Attorney

Jerome Gamache, Esq.

More than 19 years of 
experience in Real 

Estate Law

● Cash Closings
● Loan Closings
● Refinancing
● Property Sales
● Purchase & Sale 

Agreements
● Title Work
● Escrow
● Deeds

Sugarloafer since 1987
We can schedule closings at Sugarloaf, or in the 

Portland area!

An independent insurance 
agency that works for you.

Call Jim today for a review
of your current insurance

207-235-2642

Jim Wilson • Branch Manager
Carrabassett Valley, Maine

Jim Harrison • CIC 

Furniture • Flooring •Window Treatments

Mattress Discount
Ski club members get
10% off any mattress

when they mention this ad

207-237-7000
Helping fast skiers sleep well since 1980

 Village West at Sugarloaf
info@birchwoodinteriors.com

BIRCHWOOD
INTERIORS



Sugarloaf Ski Club

NEWS
On the Mountain • 9008 Main Street
Carrabassett Valley, Maine 04947

www.sugarloafskiclub.com

INSIDE: News about stuff that only Sugarloafers care about!
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Skowhegan, ME

www.carrabassettcoffee.com  (207)265-2326

@carrabassettcoffee
@javajoes_me

Really good coffee from Kingfield, Maine.
Coffee by the pound roasted daily!

Assorted coffee mugs, hats, & apparel.

Offering wholesale & mail order sales.
Visit our coffee shops here in the Western Mountains!

Java Joe's Corner Cafe
Farmington (207)779-1000

 

Java Joe's at Sugarloaf
Carrabassett Valley (207)237-3330

Long Time volunteers Al & Alice Cole


