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Dear Sugarloaf Ski Club Members, 

For the past 75 years, Sugarloaf has grown into a brand celebrated by Sugarloafers 
worldwide. Our journey has been filled with remarkable changes, and as we look 
forward, we are grateful and proud to partner with one of the longest running ski clubs in 
Maine. 

The Sugarloaf Ski Club remains a vital part of our mountain community. Your support 
and contributions over the years have transformed Sugarloaf into a premier eastern 
destination for top-tier ski and snowboard events. The addition of The Bill & Joan Alfond 
Competition Center and hosting the US Nationals in the past decade have elevated our 
status even further. Your dedication has also helped foster some of the country's 
greatest ski and snowboard talent. 

The successes of past Olympians like Seth Wescott, Bode Miller, and Emily Cook are 
due in no small part to the tremendous efforts of the ski club members and 
volunteers.  Sugarloaf continues to support current ski club member and US Ski Team 
member, Sam Morse, as an endorsed athlete, and are looking forward to seeing where 
this season takes him.  During the 23/24 winter, we were proud to cheer on three 
student-athletes who made their mark during the Youth Olympic Games held in 
Gangwon, South Korea.  All three athletes secured top-10 finishes in their events and 
returned to Maine with two silver medals.  We couldn’t be more proud.   

West Mountain, the largest single-year terrain expansion to happen in the Northeast has 
transformed the way skiers and riders enjoy Sugarloaf. Additionally, the Podium Project 
partnership between Carrabassett Valley Academy, Sugarloaf, the Sugarloaf Ski Club, 
Colby, and the University of Maine at Farmington ensures a bright future ahead, thanks 
to our continued collaboration and collective efforts. 

Sugarloaf was founded by individuals with an unwavering passion for skiing. Through 
the decades, that passion has flourished, driven by the dedication of Ski Club members. 
Your steadfast commitment to the spirit of Sugarloaf and Carrabassett Valley is an 
invaluable part of our community. 

On behalf of everyone here at Sugarloaf, I offer our congratulations on your 75th 
anniversary.   

Sincerely, 

Karl Strand 
President and General Manager 
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Ski Club History to 1970
written by Richard Bell

 It was in 1948 that the idea of 
developing recreational skiing in Maine 
was going through the minds of a few 
men and a meeting was called in Augus-
ta by the Maine Development Commis-
sion. At this meeting nearly all of the 
few existing Ski Clubs in Maine were 
represented. 
 In this meeting, it was decid-
ed that the best way to promote skiing 
in Maine would be to form a statewide 
group with the specific aim being the 
furtherance of skiing. The Maine Ski 
Council was the result of this decision, 
and Robert Bass of Wilton was elected 
its first president. 
 Shortly after its organization, 
the Maine Ski Council appointed from 
its membership an Area Development 
Committee whose purpose would be 

to look over all of those mountains in 
Maine which Maine skiers deemed as 
developable and determine which of 
these could be most feasibly turned into 
a ski area. Chairman Bruce White and 
his committee, Jim Thorpe, Wes Marco, 
Robert Henderson, and Horace Chap-
man, studied with considerable time 
and energy Saddleback, Sugarloaf, An-
dover region, Pleasant Mountain, Bi-
gelow, Mt. Blue, Farmington, Old Spec 
and Baldface. 
 At this point, they went north-
west to look at the mountains about 
forty miles north of Farmington as they 
knew of a Kingfield storekeeper who 
had cut a ski trail on the second highest 
of these mountains, Bigelow, with some 
local friends who had tired of driving 
to Pinkham Notch when, in their own 

backyard, were mountains rivaling any 
east of the Rockies. Amos Winter, the 
Kingfield storekeeper, was having trou-
bles of his own, for the Great Northern 
Paper Company was beginning to cut 
flowage around the base of Bigelow for 
the construction of massive Flagstaff 
Lake. This would render the ski trail in-
accessible. So, our two stories coincide 
as the Maine Ski Council Committee 
looked north and west to the snow belt 
of Maine, Amos and his Bigelow friends 
were looking south a very few miles at 
Sugarloaf Mountain, 4,237 feet high, 
the second highest mountain in Maine.
In 1949 the committee from the Maine 
Ski Council and the group of skiers 
from Kingfield came to Sugarloaf for a 
look. History shows us that they were 
impressed with what they saw, for the 
committee’s report on its findings at 
Sugarloaf were favorable; and they con-
cluded that this mountain had the great-
est potential for skiing of any in the state. 
It had the best exposure, the best annual 
snowfall, and the smallest accessibility 
problem of any of the major mountains 
in Maine.
 The year 1950, two years after 
the idea had originated in Augusta, was 
as important a single year as Sugarloaf 
has known. It was in this year that work 
was begun on the first ski trail, and the 
year that the Sugarloaf Ski Club was 
formed.
 The former Bigelow Mountain 
skiers were happy to move their oper-
ations to the more impressive Sugarloaf 
and to have their tedious job of trail 
and road clearing augmented by willing 
hands from all over the state who real-
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ized that the notion of a ski area on Sug-
arloaf would reach its fruition only af-
ter hours and hours of work. The Great 
Northern Paper Company owned the 
land where the ski trails should be and 
the Merrow Estate owned the land over 
which one would have to pass in order to 
get to the ski trails. And then of course 
there was the problem of covering the 
two-mile distance between Route 27 
and the bottom of the ski trail, much of 
it through swamp.
 The Great Northern Paper 
Company started the ball rolling with a 
20-year lease to the Ski Club for the part 
of the mountain intended for skiing, and 

the Merrow Estate followed with a gift 
of right-of-way to the area.
 The summer of 1950 was a 
busy one on the Mountain as local boys, 
would-be-skiers, “hot shot” skiers from 
afar, interested friends of skiers, and 
authorities on ski area construction all 
gathered weekend after weekend to 
hack a trail out of the wilderness on 
Sugarloaf that started at a 15 degree 
pitch near the bottom and increased to 
30 degrees as the timberline was ap-
proached. After the timberline was the 
skiers’ dream-acre upon acre of wide-
open fields of snow which settled into 
a 30-degree-plus carpet of corn snow as 

the spring sun melted the snow in the 
lower region.
 The Sugarloaf Ski Club de-
rived its financial support in two ways. 
From the minutes of the first meeting, 
we read the words of the first secretary, 
Portland lawyer, Scott Scully, “At the 
end of the meeting the treasurer report-
ed a balance of $80 in the treasury as a 
result of a spontaneous burst of digging 
into pockets on the part of the group of 
those present.” 
 That was one way of getting 
money, which was also represented by 
the donation of equipment and time by 
such organizations as the Dead River 
Company, which donated its bulldozer 
for use on the access road.
The other means of support was the sale 
of $10 memberships in the Sugarloaf Ski 
Club. 
 In the roster of that first Ski 
Club meeting are names that have be-
come linked with Sugarloaf and its 
progress. There were a dozen people at 
that meeting held at the Augusta House; 
and they were Fletcher Brown, Horace 
Chapman, George Albert, Wes Marco, 
Amos Winter, Bill Hatch, John Clark, 
Peg Clark, Phin Sprague, Scott Scully, 
Robert Taylor, and Odlin Thompson.
 With the help of Sel Hannah, 
nationally known ski trail expert from 
Franconia, a trail 50-75 feet wide was 
laid out, spanning one and a quarter 
miles of the mountain from the snow-
fields to the 1,800 feet elevation. The 
aforementioned members of the Ski 
Club augmented notably by George 
Cary and Kingfield boys Fred Morri-
son and Micky Durrell, under the guid-
ance of Amos Winter had that trail, to 
be called Winter’s Way, ready for snow 
for the winter of 1950. After the skiing 
ended in early May of that year, another 
summer of hard work began. The trail 
was widened and groomed, and a loan 
was floated whereby the road received 

Winter’s Way
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Donald Brooks, Mickey Durrell, Amos Winter, Hollie Sturgis, Dick French

some much-needed gravel. Yet, the win-
ter of 1951-52 still saw a long, hard
climb from where the cars were parked
to the crisp air and over-abundant snow
of the snowfields. That was a good win-
ter for snow, however; and the Portland
Press Herald reported, “In April there
were 5 to 15 feet of hard-packed corn
snow near the summit.”  The Sugarloaf
Schuss, which has since become a tradi-
tion, was held that year; and Wes Marco,
race committee chairman, said that all
competitors were looking forward to
the next one.

The summer of 1952 saw ev-
er-increasing activity. The trail was
groomed and the hut was floored and
completed, according to Fred Morrison,
hut committee chairman; and Amos re-
ported that Rand Stowell of Dixfield
and the Forster Manufacturing Compa-

 SUGARLOAFERS SINCE 1961
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ny had donated bulldozers for extending and improving the 
road which would culminate with a parking lot at the bottom 
of the trail. Of course there was talk of a ski lift, and in the 
summer of 1952 this talk increased. A ski lift, however, would 
cost money; road work had cost even more, along with to-
boggans, caches for the toboggans, and a warming shelter. In 
fact, no matter how much a lift was discussed, it would have 
to be a matter of time before one could be constructed. At an 
executive committee meeting in December 1952, the secre-
tary, George Cary, wrote in his minutes, “The type, length, 
location or locations of up-ski devices were discussed-every-
one thought one would be nice.”  How nice, they could only 
imagine what we now know.
 The winter of 1952-53 was another in the ascension 
of Sugarloaf from a veritable unexplored wilderness to a ma-
jor ski area. The road was in excellent shape, as was the trail. 
The Sugarloaf Schuss was gaining in popularity, as was the 
Mountain as an all-winter competition area. The Club was 
beginning to realize that a point had been reached at which 
real progress would slow down, and the ultimate goal would 
be far over the horizon unless a group or an individual with 
sufficient financial backing could take over the Mountain and 
develop it to its fullest. There was talk of this as the season of 
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Amos and Alice

1952-53 ended and the summer’s work 
began. They realized that Sugarloaf was 
still small in the relationship between 
what had been done and what could 
be done. They knew that the Mountain 
would have to be publicized, and the 
press was kept informed of any develop-
ments which were taking place. And de-
velopments did take place in the summer 
of 1953, as the Mountain went into the 
following winter with a portable rope 
tow, a shelter at the timberline, and an 
income to be derived from a tow charge 
of $1 per day for non-members and 50 
cents per day for junior non-members.
 The Club realized that this 
tow was only an interim measure and 
that far more expansive lifts would ul-
timately carry people up the Mountain, 
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but a 10-horsepower rope tow was an 
important first step in the realization 
of this somewhat nebulous dream. A 
plea was made by the Club’s President, 
Robert Bass, in the Portland Press Her-
ald shortly before the 1953-54 season 
which read in part: “Robert N. Bass says 
that a chair lift to the top of the Moun-
tain, plus modern accommodations in 
the vicinity would attract not only skiers 
from all over the East, but visitors in all 
other seasons who would use the lift to 
see the magnificent view from the sum-
mit. These, however, would call for the 
expenditure of a lot of money, far more 
than the Club will ever have. However, 
if private capital wishes to invest in this 
venture, the Club will give those in-
volved all the cooperation possible.”           
 Thus began the winter of 1953-
54, and it was another snowy one. 
People were becoming convinced that 
an abundance of snow would never be 
a problem at Sugarloaf. The lift did its 
job of giving the leg-weary veterans of 
skin-encumbered hikes to the snow-
fields a well-deserved respite. Beginners 

Happy Birthday
Ski Club

Here’s to 75 more!�

loved the gentle slope to the east of the 
tow and could log countless miles per 
day when previously a couple of trips 
would cause them to wonder if it was 
really worth it. The Sugarloaf Schuss 
was run in ideal snow conditions. The 
giant slalom was won by Les Streeter 
from Middlebury, who was later to be-
come an auspicious member of the U.S. 
Olympic Team.
 There was further talk during 
the summer of 1954 about getting add-
ed financial help from outside sources, 
and several channels were investigated 
by President Bass and Scott Scully. The 
Mountain withstood the blasts of hurri-
canes Carol and Edna with only minor 
washouts on the road. Amos and his 
crew further widened the trail at the 
base and at the juncture between the 
snowfields and Winter’s Way.
 The season of 1954-55 saw Sug-
arloaf Mountain, which four years ago 
was only an idea in the minds of a few 
people, with a one and a half mile trail, 
a two mile road, a parking lot, a cabin 
at the foot of the trail, a rope tow, first-

aid equipment, two toboggans, and an 
ever-increasing number of people with 
confidence that Sugarloaf would one day 
be one of the best. 
 This confidence was made man-
ifest when in the middle of the 1954-55 
season a group of men met (on March 
24) at the Worcester House in Hallow-
ell and formed the Sugarloaf Mountain 
Corporation with Robert Bass as Pres-
ident, Richard Luce as Vice President, 
Richard Bell as Secretary and Clerk, and 
James Flint as Treasurer. This group went 
to work immediately with its Executive 
Manager, Amos Winter and its 13-man 
Board of Directors to issue $100,000 
worth of common stock at $10 par. The 
Sugarloaf Ski Club received 1,000 shares 
of this stock in payment for the existing 
facilities already described, most im-
portant, of course, being the two and a 
half mile access road for which the Club 
had borrowed $10,000.
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 The summer of 1955 saw fre-
quent meetings of the Board at the 
Worcester House, Sugarloaf, Wilton, 
Farmington and any other place where 
these participants interested in Sugar-
loaf could get together. The activity of 
the Board was exceeded only by the 
flurry of progress on the Mountain it-
self. After considerable discussion, an 
association with E.G. Constam Com-
pany of Denver was formed by virtue 
of the purchase of a 3,575-foot T-bar 
at the price of $42,500. This lift, rising 
887 vertical feet, was installed by Rob-
bins Engineering of Westbrook and was 
ready for operation during the 1955-56 
season. The Narrow Gauge, later to be-
come a favorite racing trail with a na-
tional reputation, was cut as far as the 
top of the new lift. The first installment 
of the oft-improved lodge was con-
structed near the base of the new lift, 
and the Scribners from Stratton were 
leased the privilege of operating a food 
concession at the lodge.
 Olivia Chereaux, a Swiss-born 
student at the University of Maine, was 
asked to run a ski school on the Moun-
tain on weekends. An Oliver snow-pack-
er tractor was purchased during Febru-
ary for grooming purposes.
The winter of 1955-56 was a highly suc-
cessful and most encouraging one. The 
corporation realized a profit from the 
operation of the lift, and the Directors 
voted to put this amount back into the 
area and add it to the surplus available 
for future development.
 The Mountain was beginning 
to get used to year-round activity as 
Amos and his crew started once again a 
program of extensive improvements to 
prepare the area for the 1956-57 season. 
A new $35,000 Constam T-bar lift was 
purchased and installed by Robbins En-
gineering. The lodge was nearly doubled 
in size, allowing room for an expanded 
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commissary, manager’s office, ski shop, 
first-aid and modern restrooms. The 
Narrow Gauge was extended from the 
top of the original lift to the edge of 
the snowfields while the lower half was 
groomed and widened. Brooks Dodge 
tramped the west side of the area and 
came up with the plan for the Tote Road, 
two and a half miles of one of the best 
trails in the East. A warming hut was 
built approximately halfway down this 
trail for those who preferred to run 
the trail in two installments. A Sno-Cat 
with rollers was purchased, and a garage 
was constructed to house the increasing 
amount of equipment dictated by the 
expanding area. The new lift, 2,609 feet 
in length and rising 1,008 vertical feet, 
was completed in the fall and was ready 
for operation.
 Bill Briggs was named head of 
the ski school and operated the school 
seven days a week. The only sour spot 
in the season of 1956-57 was the snow 
drought, which hit all of the eastern ski 
areas and seemed to continue intermi-
nably through the winter. The operating 

income, despite the paucity of snow, 
was 63 percent greater than the preced-
ing season. $80,000 worth of new stock 
was offered and buying was enthusiastic. 
Plans got underway early in the spring 
for the summer of 1957 expansion pro-
gram. Early in the summer, Werner 
Rothbacher, certified Austrian instruc-
tor and proponent of the new Austrian 
technique, was contracted to head the 
ski school for the following season. The 

advertising firm of Ad-Ventures, Inc. 
of Portland was chosen to handle the 
Mountain’s publicity. 
 The summer saw extensive 
grooming work done on the existing 
trails, safety devices installed on the 
lifts, and expansion of the ski patrol, 
its equipment, and further work on the 
access road. Thus opened the season of 
1957-58. An ambitious Junior Program 
was embarked upon by Rothbacher and 
his staff. Competitive skiing was on the 
up-swing, and several races in the late 
winter and early spring pointed to Sug-
arloaf as a major competition area. The 
Sugarloaf Schuss drew the largest field 
in its history; and as the season pro-
gressed, it became apparent that the 
existing up-hill facilities were not suffi-
cient to handle the throngs of skiers on 
the Mountain. 
 The summer of 1958 was an-
other busy one; the capacity of the low-
er lift was increased to 800 passengers 
per hour, and the terminals of the upper 
lift were housed. An excess of $10,000 
was spent on straightening, surfacing 
and generally improving the access road, 
a new parking lot was added, and im-
provements made on the old ones. Roth-
bacher and his Austrian staff returned 
for the 1958-59 season with Roger Page 
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heading the Junior Program.
 The season began early in De-
cember, and the newly cut novice area 
proved to be popular with the ski-
ers who preferred to stay clear of the 
well-traveled thoroughfares.
 The summer of 1959 was an im-
portant one in the “once-upon-a-time” 
progress of Sugarloaf Mountain. Close 
to $10,000 was spent in completely 
relocating the base area, constructing 
a new 1,674-foot Constram T-bar lift, 
and a new two-story lodge. The old 
parking lots were parking lots no longer 
as they were replaced by a massive 15-
acre beginners’ area. New parking lots 
were bulldozed with a capacity of nearly 
1,000 cars, and the road was improved. 

As if the weather were in cooperation 
with the optimistic expansion of the ski 
area, 1959-60 was a banner winter with 
plenty of snow, which was becoming an 
old story on the Mountain. 
 The summer of 1960 was 
marked for further improvement as a 
4,600-foot lift line was bulldozed to the 
left of the existing lift complex; and a 
new wing, larger than the original sec-
tion was added to the lodge. A second 
Sno-Cat joined the other in the equip-
ment garage. The upper trails were 
further groomed, and a new trail, the 
Double Bitter, was cut from the top to 
a junction point near the bottom of the 
Tote Road.
 These jobs having been accom-

plished by the able summer mainte-
nance crew, the area was ready for the 
1960-61 season. This was the year that 
saw more plentiful snow and more 
enthusiastic participants. The stature 
of Sugarloaf as a competition area 
was enhanced by the Junior National 
Championships, ably sponsored by the 
Sugarloaf Ski Club after ice was the 
order of the day at Stowe. 
 The summer of 1961 was 
dry and hot, the kind of weather that 
would enable a ski area to build two 
lifts and three trails. And that is what 
happened at Sugarloaf. Two new Con-
stam T-bar lifts, 4,574 feet and 3,160 
feet, respectively, were placed in tan-
dem rising 1,872 vertical feet from a 
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point a short distance east of the lodge 
to the edge of the snowfields.
 The Ram Down and the Wid-
ow Maker in conjunction with a skiable 
power line added nearly five miles of 
downhill running. The new complex af-
forded an alternate access to the snow-
fields and to the old trail system by the 
utilization of old Winter’s Way. 
 The large bend in the swamp 
was removed from the access road and 
new gravel was added to a considerable 
length of the road.
 Further grooming was done on 
the old trails, and the Mountain, near-
ly doubled in size, loomed as one of the 
major areas in the East.
 It was obvious, due to the ex-
panded area, that Amos would need able 
help for the coming season; therefore, 
Sugarloaf gained an assistant manager, 
John Christie, who was chosen from a 

number of promising candidates.
 The winter of 1961-62 was 
marred only by a frozen granular condi-
tion in January, which was offset by the 
best and last spring skiing in the East. 
 By the end of 1962 the Moun-
tain owned its own bulldozer, mowing 
tractor, and two Sno-Cats. Five T-bars, 
two lodges, Austrian ski school, 10-man 
ski patrol, and extensive first-aid equip-
ment augment the picture. All lifts are 
equipped with automatic safety devices 
and powered by electric motors with 
the two original lifts maintaining their 
gas engines for auxiliary purposes.
 George Cary was elected Pres-
ident of the Sugarloaf Mountain Corpo-
ration in 1962, and the growth of Sugar-
loaf continued at its rapid pace. A third 
section was added to the base lodge in 
1963. A small tract of land at the summit 
of the Mountain was leased to the Som-

erset Telephone Company and a strip of 
land from the summit to the base of the 
lifts for an access road was carved out of 
the side of the Mountain.
 It was over this three mile road 
that 700 tons of material for 400 yards 
of concrete, 400 tons of prestressed 
concrete slabs for walls and floors, sev-
en tons of tinted double pane plate glass, 
23 tons of three inch thick western ce-
dar for the roof, and 60 tons of steel 
were hauled for the construction of the 
Summit Restaurant at the 4,190-foot 
level of Sugarloaf Mountain. 
 During the summer and fall of 
1965 and into the winter, work went 
on at a feverish rate. Transit mix trucks 
and huge cranes operated under the di-
rection of George Cary and in January 
1966 the 8,430-foot gondola was com-
pleted and its 50 four-passenger cars 
were taking people to the summit of 
the Mountain. Skiers could now ride in 
comfort to the famous Sugarloaf snow-
fields.
 Ever increasing numbers of ski-
ers each year made it necessary for fur-
ther expansion. John Christie left us and 
went to manage the Mt. Snow area in 
Vermont. King Cummings was elected 
President of the corporation and Harry 
Baxter was elected General Manager.
1969-70 was another great year of prog-
ress under the direction of President 
Cummings and Manager Baxter. A new 
5,360-foot double chairlift was installed 
with a capacity of 1,000 passengers per 
hour.
 The Sugarloaf Inn was pur-
chased from Pfeifle Enterprises and a 
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new double chair erected, reaching
from the Inn to the base lodge.

Twenty beautiful condomini-
ums were built during the summer of
1970 and are now owned and occu-
pied by Sugarloaf skiers.

There seems to be no end to
things that are planned for the future
of Sugarloaf.

In the competition phase,
Sugarloaf has hosted the first Sugarloaf
Schuss, 1952; Junior Alpine Champi-
onships, 1957; NCAA Championship,
1967 and the World Cup and Arlberg
Kandahar races, 1971.

What more can one say, ex-
cept that it has been a tremendous and
enriching experience to have been a
part of the development of Sugarloaf/
USA.

WIND HOLD? NO WORRIES!
Large selection of  Skins, Tele & AT boots & bindings!

Scott, Scarpa, Tecnica,  Lange, Salomon, Marker, ATK, 22Designs, Montana, etc.

Servi
cing

Suga
rloa

fers

sinc
e ‘9

7
What

 a

work
ing

ski sh
op

sho
uld

 be!

Servi
ce

with 
a

smile!
Not t

he

bigg
est,

just
 the

best
!

- Exceptional Wintersteiger ski & snowboard tuning
Satisfaction guaranteed
Experience a “Happy Tune” and you WILL feel the difference!

- Race & Demo Center for:
Rossignol - Dynastar - Blizzard - Elan

- World Class, Custom Boot-Fitting
By appointment; call 235-TUNE (8863)
LANGE - SALOMON - TECNICA - ROSSIGNOL - ALPINA -
DALBELLO - SCARPA - SCOTT - DALEBOOT dealer

. . . And

MAINE KAYAK EXPEDITIONS
Celebrating 35+ years of  transformational

youth wilderness trips!

Education is our vision, paddling, our passion!

Powered By

www.skihappytunes.com

SUGARLOAF, ME  207-235-TUNE
Valley Crossing on Rt. 27, Next to Tufulio’s  |  Email: happy@skihappytunes.com

SUGARLOAF, ME 207-235-TUNE (8863)

THE POUR
TRAILER

fullpourmobilebarservice.com
207.380.9911

Weddings & All Life  Events
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Timeline of the Sugarloaf Ski Club 
and Sugarloaf Mountain

morning for Sugarloaf 
and picked up Dr. George 
Hallet at the Maine Turn
pike. It was foggy and 
drizzly and only one trail 
was open from the top 

better than no skiing at 
all, most of the other ski 
areas are shut down for 
the year.

1950  July 31 - Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club formed 
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 Capricorn inn built 
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Happy 75th Birthday Sugarloaf!

Proud Sugarloafers since

Porsche Volkswagen Audi Mazda

encountered glare ice on the
road in New Portland and slid
into the backside of a milk tank
truck. I hit the steering wheel
and then smashed the windshield
but nobody else was hurt. State

to Kingfield and we hitchhiked
to the Mountain. We found one of
the largest crowds in Sugarloaf
history with enormous lift lines.

people (I counted them) piled up
half way.
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 Center are built 

 Snowmaking 

 Sugarloaf to Crocker Mountain 

for the weekend. Lots of snow, almost no 
bare spots and a huge crowd. I hiked to 

Logan and Ron Kirkwood and skied the 
Snowfields and down into Upper Winter’s 
Way.
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generated electricity

Timing Room are dedicated

which kept lots of people off the Moun
tain, but the skiing was good. After skiing
I hung around the lounge in the newly

the bar and waiting on tables. Tom Mac

me to stay for the night at his unfinished

flooring.
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Meet Our Board of Directors

Phil Hunter,

-
-

Bruce Miles, -
rector/ Secretary on the

-

-

Joe Tutlis,

Chair, Community Scholar-

an educator included being
a teacher, a principal, and

-

-

-

Steve Arner,

-
-

Supreme Judicial Court the

-
-
-

-

-

Sugarloaf Ski Club 75th Anniversary Magazine 86 pages.indd 24 11/11/2024 11:42:18 AM



75th Anniversary / 2024-2025 Season 25

Erik Kankainen   
      

    
-  

      
loaf weekend program, 

lo      
    

    
    

     
 ing the 

mountain with theirtwo young 
children who are    

    
   

     
   

about building both in her
-

proud member of the Sug-

-

-

-

Brian Demshar

thrilled with the opportuni-

-

-
-
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Head of School and rep-

-

-

Bob Allen, board

and Sugarloafer

-

-

-
-

-

Jim McCormack, a Sugar-
-

working at Sugarloaf in
-
-

Russ Drechsel, -

-
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Patrick Willihan 
on the Sugarloaf Ski Club 

-

-

Together, they look forward 
-

Kim Kearing, 
-

-

-
-

Peter W Smith, 

of Sugarloaf Al-

-

-

board mem-

-

-

-

-

 on the board 
-

-

-

-
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board 

Nancy and family are orig-

-

-

 
board member 

-

-

-

-

-
-
-
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The Gleason Rand Award Volunteerism at Its Finest

Blood, Sweat and Tears
By Bruce Miles

1974 Jean Luce 
1975 Peter Spalding 
1976 Robert Waddle 
1977 Larry & Jackie
         Mahaney           
1978 Paula & Irving 
          Kagan
1979 Peter Smith 
1980 Tom Needham 
1981 Frank  Jean 
        Woodard

1982 Jim Merritt 
1983 Kathy Allen 
1984 Tina Hinckley 
1985 Mary Hunter & 
         Jean Luce &   
          Gil O'Connor
1986 Carolyn & Regis 
         Lepage

1987 Bruce Miles 
1988 Kathi Acord 
1989 Peter & Carol 
         Bass
1990 Deb Oberg

1991 Carol Fremont-
          Smith
1992 Ron & Audrey 
         Leonard
     1993 Jay & Gail Rowe 
1994 Barbara & Dick  
         Hinman
1995 Audrey Leonard 
1998 Mary Hunter & 
         Lev Steeves
1999 Bob Daley 
2000 Chris Schipper 
2001 Lev Steeves     
2002 Mary & Phil 
          Hunter
2003 Patti & Bob Silvia 
2004 Al & Alice Cole 
2005 Susan Manter 
2006 Marco Stivaetta 
         & Peter W. Smith 
2007 Terry Petley 
2008 Tom Hanson 
2009 Jon Hellstedt 

2010 Peter &
          Delinda Smith
2011 Laurie Steeves 
2012 Charles & Diane  
          Copeland  
2013 Mark Swisher 
2014 David Stonebrak- 
er & Mitzi Guenther 
2015 Gerry Thompson 
2016 Donn & Linda 
          Gifford
2017 Craig Brigham 
2018 John Stinchfield 
         & Linda Cloutier 
2019 Richard & Judi 
          Hawkes
2020 Gerry Thompson 
2021 Leslie Guenther 
2022 Patrick Willihan 
2023 Jay Marshall 
2024 Don & Barbara 
          Hathorn

Dr. Gleason Rand

Recipients
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OPEN DAILY
Breakfast, Happy Hour & Dinner

Located in the Sugarloaf  Hotel
Live music every Saturday this winter.

View our menus & more at
sugarloaf.com  •  207.237.4220

From custom-crafted
cocktails and local
beers to our Chef-driven

menu featuring fresh, locally
sourced ingredients, 45 North
offers an elevated dining
experience highlighting the
best of  Maine’s harvest.

c
ar

r
ab

as
set

t valley acad
em

y

sugarloaf

Thank You,

Sugarloaf Ski Club,

for supporting our

Big Dogs’ Dreams!

START HERE,
STOP AT NOTHING

www.gocva.com
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The Virginia “Ginny” Bousum Award
By Bruce Miles

The CVA Big Dog Scholarship Award was established in 2015. In 2022 the award was renamed to honor 
Club president Ginny Bousum who passed away that Spring. 

While attending the University of Maine in the late ‘50s and early ‘60s Ginny discovered Sugarloaf and 
worked weekends at Judson’s restaurant in Carrabassett Valley where she met her future husband Bill who was a 
navy pilot stationed in Brunswick. 

Ginny became involved in the Sugarloaf Ski School at this time and continued to teach until the age of 80 
with over 40 years as a certified professional instructor. She became very involved and held leadership positions in 
the Sugarloaf Regional Ski Education Foundation, CVA and the Sugarloaf Ski Club. She was very involved with the 
Sugarloaf Ski Club and its scholarship programs, serving on the Club board for many years. She was very proud 
of her work helping to establish Carrabassett Valley Academy and for the local skiers and snowboarders the club 
scholarship funds were able to help. When the Club reorganized in July of 2018, Ginny stepped up to be our Pres-
ident. She held this position through 2022 working tirelessly even after being diagnosed with Cancer. 

During her tenure as President she saw the Club achieve its goal of creating a one million dollar endow-
ment fund to help local kids have affordable access to the slopes. She helped create The Boomauger program which 
is providing ski and snowboard instruction to many local kids. Because of her passion for skiing, it seemed only 
fitting to name this CVA scholarship award in her honor. The award is given to someone who has been a ski club 
member and is becoming a first time 9 month student at CVA. The amount of the award this year will be $3,000. 
We hope to continually increase the size of the award over the years. Athletes can apply through CVA admissions.

Award Recipients

2015 Dow Jones 
2016 Patrick Orouke 
2017 Cam Carey 
2018 Caspian Fargo 
2019 Jackson 
         Knobloch

2020 Summer & 
          Dahlia Saifee
2021 Caleb Stefanakos 
2022 Will Swain 
2023 Connor Abeles 
2024 Rocco Lazzaro

Ginny Bousum 

after her late husband)  to the winners of the Bill 
Bousum race. Two future U S Alpine Ski Team members 

members
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-

-

-

-

or running water, 
we felt gratefully 
content from the 

replaced with 
deep breathing, 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

and be ready before dawn 

-

-

entered a warm room with a 
large topographical map of 

-
-

-

Sugarloafers

Jane McKay & King John Tanner

Stan Leen

Jackie Mahaney
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-

-

-
et had rum which

a branch the other
-

buddy, Jackie Mah-

blond, pink bunny

helping him to wel-
come the Sugarloaf-

for the

the Truf-

and Glad-

w o u l d
clean out

-
-

S u n d a y
Night Spe-
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YOUR SOURCE FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES

SHOP OUR INVENTORY ONLINE AT DARLINGS.COM

403 HOGAN ROAD, BANGOR | (207) 803-1350

114 SYLVAN ROAD, BANGOR | (207) 360-4582

2024 FORD MUSTANG MACH-E

2024 FORD F-150 LIGHTNING

2024 VOLKSWAGEN 1D.4 2024 AUDI Q8 E-TRON

2024 HONDA PROLOGUE 2024 NISSAN ARIYA 2024 VOLVO C40 RECHARGE

439 WESTERN AVENUE, AUGUSTA | (207) 707-6151

2024 HYUNDAI IONIQ5 2025 RAM 1500 REV 2024 DODGE CHARGER EV
COMING LATE 2024 COMING LATE 2024
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Sugarloaf Locals Race Series
By Bruce Miles

  
 

-
 
 
 

             
 

 

 -
 
 
 

  

Another Roadside Attraction
Locals Race Team - circa late ‘70s
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-

-

-

-

-

-

Sugarloaf Mascot History

Meet Sugarloaf ’s Characters
By Steve Arner & Marcia White
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-

-

-

-

-

-

the lift line to the top. We skied down Quint’s Road [later Binder] and then an unpacked crusty Tote 

Mountain soon. All efforts are focused on finishing the Gondola.
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My Memories of Stub Taylor
And the Sugarloaf Ski Patrol

-

-

-

seriously hurt. The accident was the result of 
human error, and the Gondola was running 
again by the end of the afternoon.

Stub Taylor
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-

-
piring to be a paramedic, to work and run the ambu-

-

-
-

 207.872.5861 • WATERVILLE, ME • www.cobeckroofing.com

 207.872.5861 • Waterville, ME • www.cobeckroofing.com
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ham Barlow from Australia, Bill Page
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-
-
-
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-

-

-

-

-

opening of Sugarloaf yesterday afternoon 
but I was at Sugarloaf when the Gondola 
opened this morning. The Gondola was open 

fresh snow. The skiing was terrific. I skied 
with Lucky Greenleaf, Dick Keenan, Rod 

Fowler.

-
-
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Ainsworth, Thelin & Raftice, P.A.
7 Ocean Street, South Portland

(207) 767-4824
243 Main Street, Kingfield

(207) 265-2002
www.atrlaw.pro

Your Sugarloaf
Attorneys

Jerome J. Gamache, Esq
Sugarloafer since 1987
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-

-

-

-

-

The Iron Man Award

-

-

-

Paul Schipper, The Original Iron Man

a couple of runs in the rain on frozen slush 
and then went down to watch the canoe 
race between Packard’s Bridge and the new 

crewed by Billy Jones, Jud Strunk and Gard
ner Defoe. We returned to the Mountain for 
the last hour or so, closing down the season 
as the last paying customers on the Moun
tain.
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Iron Man Award Recipients

1999 Paul Schipper * 
2000 Tom Spring
2001 Don Fowler *
2002 Rick Chenard * 
2003 J J Clements *
2004 Henry Bacon * 
2005 Peter Shaw
2006 Dick McWilliams * 
2007 Bill Haefele *
2008 Cooper Friend * 
2009 Bob Garrett *
2010 Martha Drury *

Paul Fritzson * 
2011 Fran Nelson Stanhope 
2012 Tom Hanson *
2013 Ed Hendrickson 
2014 Kyle Evans *
2015 Bear Thompson *

Mike Tighe *
2016 Chris Prudente * 
2017 Bob Farrar *
2018 Russ Drechsel * 
2019 Marc Ayotte *

Bob Zinn *
2020 COVID-19
2021 Richard Hawkes *

Greg Wilfert *
2022 Patti Curran Raitto* 
2023 Peter Hockmeyer* 

Jeff Schipper*
2024 Deke Andrew
* Ski club members Patty Raitto being congratulaed by fellow Ironman Bear Thompson
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Made in Maine

Mother’s Mountain
Maine’s Special Homemade Taste

We are a quintessential small Maine food business

Growing up during the depression, I 
didn’t consider anything “homemade”  
to be anything special. It was just  
something Mother “did” and one of 
the things she did best was to make  
mustard. At that time I didn’t know 
why Dad loved it so but now I’m  
addicted to it too.

“Pioneers of Maine Specialty Food”

2 Mustard Hollow
Falmouth Maine

04105

All Natural
Gluten Free

Salt Free
Non GMO

Since 1982

Happy 75th SugarloafHappy 75th Sugarloaf
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Carrabassett Valley Academy
Written by Ginny Bousum in 2010 expanded by Bruce Miles in 2024

-

Mountain, the Sugarloaf Ski Club 
-

Area, and then created the Sugar-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

without thought to the magnitude 

-

-

-

room, parent conference center 

-

-

-
-

-

Members of the Board are front row Left to Right  Ginny Bousum,  Jean Luce

would be the first to ski the newly cut Birches Trail, between the Base Lodge and the Sugarloaf Inn. We 
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-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

great mountain on which to train 

-

-

-

•

• -

• -

•
-
-

and academically when many

•

-

-
-

-

-

-

women’s giant slalom was slow and hard to see this morning. The Men’s giant slalom was postponed 

was standing on the Narrow Gauge trying to see the races.
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Sugarloaf & CVA
75 Years of Champions

By Bruce Miles

CVA Olympians (US & Foreign)

Pre CVA Sugarloafers

Nate PareSam Morse Boden Gerry

Current US Ski and Snowboard Team Members

Sugarloaf Ski Club 75th Anniversary Magazine 86 pages.indd 51 11/11/2024 11:42:36 AM



52    SUGARLOAF SKI CLUB / www.sugarloafskiclub.com

-

H. King Cummings Service Award

      

1999 Tin Hinckley

                

1993 Kathi Acord

-
               Smith

Award Recipients
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The Sugarloaf Cardiac Club

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

Left to right: Sally Beck, Roger Hewson, Delinda Smith, Kathy 
Miles, Regis Lepage, Carolyn Lepage, Albert Lepage, Charlie 
Hewson & Coach Peter W Smith

Original Cardia Club Members - 1978

Row 1: Betsy Bass, Karen Pier, Linda Allen, Lee Goss
Row 2: Rhonda Madden, Nancy Makin, Maggie Newton, Sandi 
Dunham, Suzanne Hall, Wendy Kellett, Dawn Smith, Doris 
Tutlis, Teri Green
Row 3: Colon Durrell, Michael Kankainen, Neil Newton, Lee 
Souweine, Josh Cutler, Joe Tutlis, Ralph Nodine, Peter Van 
Alstine, Eric Samp, Jon Goss, Peter Smith
Row 4: David Pier, Bob Allen, Steve Schaefer, Jerry Hall, Tom 
Dunham

Missing: Rand Surgi, Kathy Miles, Pauline Beale, Karen 
Diekmann, Doris Bonneau, Crystal Gareau, Erica Reitmayer, 
Liz Cutler, Bonnie Potter, Heather Bosse, Dennis Bosse, Jerry 
Quinlan, Bud Kellett, Joyce Tobias, Karen Heath, Carolyn Lep-
age, John Marden, Don Oakes

2024 Cardiac Club Members
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The Dick Bell Chapel
A Sugarloaf Tradition

By Rev. Pamela Morse

-

-

-

-

-

-
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skiing at Sugarloaf of the season. Borrowed snow 

line with a few inches of snow. The first few runs 
weren’t bad but it deteriorated rapidly with the 

skiing on Poplar Mountain.

summer day for the last day of the season. 

to a washout in the lift line. The only lift 
running was Double Runner, where you had 
to load and unload with your skis off. No 
charge for the lift today.
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Rte. 1, Kittery, ME • 888-587-6246 • ktp.com • ktpevents.com
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Congratulations Sugarloaf!

Alpine, Nordic & Telemark Skis & Boots/ Apparel & Accessories

Snowboards / Sales, Service & Repairs

An Outdoor Tradition Since 1938
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“Beware the Ides of March”
By Bruce Miles
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just to stay out of the wind and cold. On the 

this weekend on the Access Road.
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Located in Carrabassett Valley, 
Western Maine Law offers high-
quality legal services for individuals 
and businesses at affordable rates in a 
wide variety of areas. 

Please visit us on the web at 
www.westernmainelaw.com, email 
info@westernmainelaw.com, or call 
Steve Arner at (207) 237-0000 for 
more information. 

Making use of the many hand sanitizers that will be around 
the mountain.

Saturday, December 

the first time of the 
year on a patch of 
manmade snow from 

so the patch of snow 
was jammed with 

with Dick and Jackie 
Keenan, chatting with 

mings, and Pat and 
Tom Tufts.
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The Sugarloaf Ski Club Classic Golf Tournament
Joe Tutlis & Patrick Willihan

for many years and in many ways.

-

207-265-2664 • 253 Main St. Kingfield

Sandwiches
on fresh baked rolls

Pizza • Fried Food • Salads
Cold Beer & Soda • Lottery
Agency Liquor Store • Gas

Grab & Go Snacks

Anni’s Market
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Making Kingfield Home
By Mary Nodine

in the backpack. 

low zero at the base at noon.
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The Podium Project
By Bruce Miles
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hired Ned McSherry to be program di-
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the trail would be widened to accommodate a 

training 
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ing hill and the hope that in the near future a training 
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-

-

day for a new ski school program called 

frey, in part while sitting at our kitchen 

on the Narrow Gauge and Boardwalk.
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Local Businessmen Look Back
on 35 Years in the Valley

By John Beaupre

-

-

-

-
-
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John Beaupre and Bob Thomas

-

-

-

-

-

HapPy
Birthday!

~ Ski  Wicked  Fast ~
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good on the only three upper trails that were 
open. Tonight we ate supper with Heine and 

tional Foundation.

lunch on the front deck of the Base Lodge 

held at Gladstones, the restaurant located 
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The 
Boomauger 
program pro, 
vides local kids 
with 8 days 
of skiing or 
snowboarding 
lifts , lessons 
and rentals at 
the lowcostof 
just $40 for
all 8 sessions.

King's Kid's
very

successful
season

Over 1  local kids participated in the 2023 
Boomauger Ski & Snowboard program.     
Thank you  Supporters!

For local kids ages 5-15
In 2018 we launched a new program with a
generous $500,000 gift from the H. King and 
Jean Cummings Charitable Fund. This gift is the
foundation of an endowment fund

for the King's Kids initiative to help kids
ages 5-15 in Franklin and Somerset counties 
learn to alpine ski, snowboard, and nordic ski and
to support other local initiatives.

Fifth season accomplishments
Winter 2023 King's Kids funded the
following:
• Kids from RSU  58, RSU 74,Stratton, and
Rangeley participated in the 8-Sunday PM
Boomuager program through the Sugarloaf
Perfect Tum Ski School. King's Kids underwrote
over 75% of the cost of this program, including
lift ticket, lessons , and rentals. Each child only
paid $40 for the entire 8 session program.

• Ski Club assisted the Titcomb Mtn. Ski & 
Snowboard programs

• All volunteer run Baker Mountain in Moscow 
and Spruce Mountain in Jay were given funds 
by King's Kids..

• Many local kids participated in SAD58 and 
Stratton Ski Skate Program funded in large 
part by a fund in memory of G Norton Luce

• We awarded several thousand dollars to 
Stratton and Mt Abram Schools to help with 
middle and high school ski teams.

For a season:
We launched a Nordic Boomauger Program at
the Sugarloaf Outdoor Center. For just $1 per 
session, kids received lessons, trail access and 
rental equipment for Sunday sessions.
Over 20 kids participated.

"My first,grade son
is enrolled in the 
Boomauger program 
and I'm writing to 
thank you for the 
incredible opportunity 
you've given him and
other local kids this 
year. Many thanks to
the generous donor(s) 
who have made this 
program possible. 
Wecan't thank you 
enough.," Parent 

"We wanted to thank 
the Sugarloaf Ski &
Snowboard School 
and the Sugarloaf Ski 
Club for offering the 
Boomauger program 
for local kids. The 
extremely generous 
donation from the 
King's Kids Fund 
made the program 
a ffordable for ev, 
eryone and opened 
upskiing for a lot of 
kids.", Parent 

"It was fantastic. An 
opportunity he would 
not have had without 
this program. He 
definitely will do it
again.," Parent 

Sugarloaf Ski Club 75th Anniversary Magazine 86 pages.indd 68 11/11/2024 11:42:41 AM



75th Anniversary / 2024-2025 Season     69

Remember your first day on the hill? 
Help give that feeling to another kid.

-
-

-
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History of the 
Maine Ski and SnowboardMuseum

by Glenn Parkinson
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DESIGN | BUILD | RENOVATE | ADDITIONS | CAMPS
207-235-5000       linwood@linwooddoble.com

Building custom homes in Maine for over 30 years
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A History of Maine Huts & Trails
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ing with Neal Trask, Don Fletcher and Bob Hintze. We 

dignitaries who were there to cut ribbons or some
thing for a grand opening.
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Four Generations
The Labbe Family Skiers

1966-2024 and Onward. . .

By William and Pamalee Labbe Harpswell, Maine

-

-

Four Generations
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First generation Sugarloafers Pappy and Pam Labbe started skiing 
Sugarloaf in 1966.

-
-

-

-

-
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ADAPTIVE OUTDOOR EDUCATIO  CE TER

At the Adaptive Outdoor Education Center, our mission is to enhance the quality of life for
people of all abilities through adaptive recreation and education programs. We have two
locations in Maine - AOEC Carrabassett Valley where we provide low-cost, fully
accessible lodging and programming, and our new AOEC Brunswick location which is a
day-program and event center space, as well as home to other Maine nonprofits. The
AOEC Brunswick is located on nearly 20 acres and includes adaptive trails, Maine Native
Gardens, a clubhouse and more!

Our programs are year round, tailored to meet the needs of varying populations to have a
fun and successful experience, while also creating community and a sense of belonging.
Programs include: Horizons Skiing, Music, Sailing, Rock Climbing, Golf, Waterskiing, a
Nordic Ski Clinic for Veterans, a Retreat for Adults with Spinal Cord Injury, a Summer
Camp for Youth with Autism, a Retreat for Caregivers, a Craft and Social Weekend for
people living with Aphasia, and MORE!

Interested in learning more? Please visit
www.adaptiveoutdooreducationcenter.org
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“A Changing of the Guard”
New Carrabassett Valley Town Manager Hired
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-
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-

Community Center, the 11,000-acre Crocker Mountain Con-

-

-
-
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A Town Built By Ski Bums

 One day in the mid-1940s, a storekeeper, a drug-
store owner, and a passel of schoolboys piled into an old 
Dodge panel truck and set out from Kingfield to look for 
ski terrain on Bigelow Mountain, the long, multi-summited 
ridge in the Longfellow range. Chances are they didn’t see 
another vehicle as they made their way north through the 
Carrabassett River Valley. In those days, it was common for 
an hour or more to pass between cars traveling the stretch of 
Route 27 between Kingfield and Stratton. With a combined 
population of 78, the townships of Jerusalem and Crocker-
town had little to draw anyone who wasn’t hunting, fishing, 
or working for Dead River Company or Great Northern Pa-
per, which owned nearly all the land.
 The explorers almost certainly saw horses, however. 
When they turned off Route 27 at the shuttered Lawrence 
Plywood mill, they followed dirt County Crosscut Road 
(now Carriage Road) past a red barn and pasture where 
Dead River kept a few dozen draft horses used to drag logs 
out of forests and deliver them to the trucks that would carry 
them to mills in Madison, Farmington, and Stratton.
 No lumber was being sawn in the valley anymore. 
Dead River used the retired plywood plant for storage, and 
its land supervisor, Ken Packard, garaged his 1931 Model A 
roadster there. When he wasn’t managing the independent 
“jobbers” who cut and hauled trees on Dead River’s timber-
lands, Packard cruised the forest’s logging tracks looking for 
the next year’s cut. 
 When the panel truck passed by the barn on its way 
to Bigelow Mountain, it was laying down a different sort of 
track, though no one, not even the truck’s occupants, knew 
it at the time. Imagine the dust the truck’s wheels spun into 
the air settling onto the valley and granting it a theretofore 
inconceivable future, one in which A-frames sprout along 
Cross County Road, airplanes land in the pasture, and in that 
barn, a young, ragtag group of college students, Maine Brah-
mins, tradespeople, suit-and-tie executives, and assorted 
misfits drink, party, dance, and plot a (very civil) rebellion. 
 The general-store owner who organized that trip to 
Bigelow Mountain was, of course, Amos Winter, the future 
father of Sugarloaf ski resort. And the “rebellion” that took 
place a quarter-century later was the plan, concocted over 
beers at the Red Stallion Inn, to get out from under state ju-
risdiction by forming a town. It’s the key turning point in the 
forthcoming history, A Town Built by Ski Bums: The Story 
of Carrabassett Valley, written by Virginia M. Wright with 
the Carrabassett Valley History Committee and published by 

Down East Books. 
 A Town Built by Ski Bums was conceived as a com-
panion to John Christie’s beloved Story of Sugarloaf. It traces 
Carrabassett Valley’s history from the forces that created its 
mountains, rivers and valleys thousands of years ago through 
the lumbering and railroad era, the sporting camp decades, 
Sugarloaf ’s early years, and finally the creation and evolution 
of a town built on its residents’ shared love for outdoor rec-
reation. Senator Angus King, a longtime seasonal resident 
of the Valley, has written the foreword. A Town Built by Ski 
Bums is scheduled for release in early November 2024.
 The book has a history of its own. It was first envi-
sioned by the late Dick Crommett, a longtime member of 
Sugarloaf Ski Club, founding member of the Carrabassett 
Valley Outdoor Association, and member of the Carrabas-
sett Valley Planning Board. Dick, who moved to his longtime 
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seasonal home in Campbell Field in 1995 after retiring from
a 40-year career in the paper industry, became interested in
the town’s history while researching his family’s genealogy.
He spent several years digging into the historical record,
compiling a collection of hundreds of newspaper articles,
deeds, and other documents. Shortly before his death in
2004, he wrote a timeline of significant events, with the en-
treaty, “As the author is not immortal, he hopes that others
will assume the continuing task of collecting, presenting, and
preserving town historical information.”

And so, in 2017, the Carrabassett Valley History
Committee formed. Paul Crommett donated his father’s re-
search, and the committee expanded upon Crommett’s time-
line and published it at history.carrabassettvalley.org. The
website generated so much community discussion that the
committee, in 2020, hired Wright, the former senior editor
of Down East magazine. She did further research, adding
more than 1,000 documents, newspaper articles, and inter-
view transcripts to the committee’s archive, and gathered the
town’s stories into book form.

The result is a portrait of a young town unlike any
other in Maine and, perhaps, in the United States. Consider:
With just 673 residents, Carrabasssett Valley owns a Robert

Trent Jones Jr.-designed golf course, a 2,000-acre ski-tour-
ing and mountain-bike park, an airport, a riverside rail trail,
an advanced fitness center with indoor climbing wall and
skate park, a handsome modern library, and a park with
outdoor swimming pool, tennis courts, and playground. Yet
the town’s tax rate has never exceeded $8.40. That’s because
Carrabassett Valley doesn’t just look different from other
towns; it does things differently. The two dozen ski bums
who founded Carrabassett Valley in 1972 laid out a vision for
an outdoor recreation economy achieved through creative
investment, and townspeople have focused unwaveringly on
pursuing it ever since.
— Virginia M. Wright

DUETTE® HONEYCOMB SHADES

Take advantage of this
year's opportunity to earn
a tax credit!

• Earn a Federal Tax Credit of up to $1,200 on select
energy-efficient Hunter Douglas shades.

• Designed to provide superior insulation year-round,
to help lower your monthly utility bills.

Don't Miss Out
Save Up to
$1,200!

Contact Us to Learn More
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The Total Eclipse at Sugarloaf
One Family’s Story

by Joe Tutlis

 Dawn on April 8, 2024 revealed a glorious day 
with clear skies, just what we were hoping for in order 
to view the total eclipse of the sun from the top of Sug-
arloaf.  Doris and I were joined by our oldest son, Chris, 
who had come up from Massachusetts for the event.  
We had spent the last two days enjoying the snow the 
late March and early April storms had dumped on the 
mountain.  The news reports predicted that this part of 
Maine was going to be the place to view the eclipse be-
cause of the path of totality and the forecast for clear 
skies.  Rumors abounded that there would be crowds 
besieging the mountain and Northern Franklin county.  
Little did we know how true that was to become. 
 We left our home in Redington North at 6:30 
a.m. hoping to get a decent parking spot.  When we ar-
rived at Sugarloaf a few minutes later there was already 
a line of cars on the access road and we felt lucky to 
get one of the last spots in lot D at 6:45.  Shortly after 
we heard reports that it didn’t take long for cars to be 
parked on the access road all the way down to Route 
27.  We hung out in the Ski Club locker room at the 
Alfond Competition Center until the lifts opened and 
then spent the morning skiing.  After an early lunch at 
The Bag, we began our trip up to the summit.
 The sky remained brilliantly clear as we made 
our way up the Superquad and then Timberline to the 
summit about an hour before the start of the eclipse.  
After dropping our skis alongside the Timberline trail, 
we joined the crowd and climbed up the rocks around 
to the backside.  As we were relatively early, we found a 
great place to sit just under the very top and hunkered 
down to await the event.  It was a little breezy, but since 
we were protected from the few rocks behind us and 
were facing south, we were comfortable.  Occasionally, 
rime ice would blow off one of the towers and shower 
the gathering crowd.  Ski patrol had the backside trail 
roped off and maintained a quiet presence as more and 
more people showed up.  Many young families had chil-
dren playing in the snow creating snow forts and sculp-
tures and there was a drone flying overhead.  It was a 
festive atmosphere filled with quiet anticipation.     

 At about 2:30 the eclipse started.  Eclipse glasses 
were put on and over the next hour the sky gradually 
darkened as the moon moved in front of the sun.  Just 
about 3:30 totality occurred.  The moment was transfor-
mational.  Instead of gradual darkness, the sky overhead 
became a dark blue and the horizon was golden yellow.  
Suddenly we could see the ring around the moon with 
red jets of light from solar flares streaming from the sun.  
Planets were visible in the afternoon sky.  It was one of 
the most magnificent things we had ever seen and to 
view it from the top of Sugarloaf was magical.  Totality 
lasted between two and three minutes and then the sky 
began to get gradually lighter. 
 As we started to move from the summit we be-
came aware of the masses of people who were on top.  
Hundreds, if not more, crowded all parts of the moun-
taintop. We gradually made our way back down to the 
top of the Timberline lift, found our skis among the mul-
titude stuck in the snow, clicked into our bindings, and 
slowly started down Tote Road Extension.  The trail was 
mobbed like I have never seen before and Doris became 
separated from us.  She eventually made it down Nar-
row Gauge while Chris and I kept on Tote Road looking 
in vain for her.  When we came to Chicken Pitch, there 
was carnage everywhere. There were skied off areas in 
between large moguls and bodies strewn about.  It was 
a sight to behold!
 The last part of our adventure was getting out 
of the parking lot and going home. We tried to leave at 
4:30, but there was not a car moving, so we went back 
up to the Beach and had a beer.  At 6:00 we tried again, 
but to no avail.  Not only were all parking lots and roads 
on the mountain overwhelmed with cars, but Route 27 
was hardly moving due to the traffic.  Cars were still 
in the same place in line as we had seen earlier.  We 
returned to the base and found some food from a food 
truck, sat in the Sugarloaf Ski Club office and ate our 
meal, then at 8:00 we tried to leave again.  Finally traffic 
was moving and we arrived home at 8:30.  It was day 
that we will never forget!    
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Patrons
Thank you to our members & friends for your support.

The Allen Family- Bob & Linda; Stacy, Brady, 
Zoe & Ella; Kelly
The Andersons- Eric, Betsy, Margot, Carolyn, 
Karl, & Robert
In memory of Dr. Dorothy & Dr. Donald An-
derson
Robert Anderson
Keagan, Maeve, Daelyn, Erin & Brett Austin 
Marc Ayotte and Pat Robinson
Scott & Mary Ann Beliveau
Tony & Karen Blandini, 
Thanks for the memories
In memory of Virginia ‘Ginny’ Bousum 
Michael Boyson & Nancy Grant
Martha & Bill Bradley
Kathy & Charlie Brown
The Mary and Kevin Burns Family 
Crawford, Robin, Colin, Jee, James and Erica 
Campbell
Carrabassett Valley Academy
The Clark Family
David, Elizabeth & Hudson Clark
Peter and Nancy Clark & daughters Abigail & 
Julie
The Andy and Judy Coburn Family
Alton and Alice Cole
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Crawford & family- Cait-
lin, Sean, Wes, Syd, Benny & Jett
Josh & Liz Cutler
Lloyd Cuttler and Family
David and Suzanne Decrow
John & Paula Doughty and sons, spouses, 
grandsons 
The Fahy Family
The Folgers, the Blakes, and the Bells
The Fox Family

Meredith & Cooper Friend Family
In memory of Greg Foster
Kim & Paul Fritzson
Mike & Helen Gallagher & Kyle, Katelyn (Gal-
lagher), & Krosby Fontaine
Rich & Sue Garrett
The George Family
The Gifford Family- Donn, Linda, Jen, Amy, & 
John
Alex, Jen, Ethan, Dan & Joe Godomsky
The Haefeles, 3 Generations- Bill, Keven, Kelli 
& families
Suzanne & Jerry Hall
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Kyle, Megan, Anders, & Finn Hildebrand
Nancy Holliday
Phil & Mary Hunter
The Israel Family
Dave, Kim, Henry, Emma & Luke Kearing
Bud, Wendy & Jessica Kellett
Shelley, Dave, Noah & Charlie Koenig
Jan & Steve Kolenda
Laurel Lashar
In memory of my husband coach, & ski buddy 
Regis F. Lepage
Jim, Betty Ann, Ben, and Emily Listowich
Bob and Barbara Luke Family
John, Jane, Jake and Melissa Marden families
Vicki and Peter Marion
Team MacLeod
Chris & Kimberly McKee
Peter and Diana Merriam Family
Bruce & Kathy Miles
Suzanne & David Mills & Family
Halliday and Owyn Moncure
Chris and Chris Newell
Catherine and Ralph Nodine
Gail Ogilvie
The David and Karen Pier Family
The Barry Potter Family, Bonnie, 
Jamie, Meneah, Zaebella, Ahraya
Mike & Cheryl Rowland Family
Steve and Laura Schaefer
The Sevigny Family
John & Jane Sexton
Linda Sharpe
In honor of our children and their 
great grandparents (Ben and Natalie 
Butler) who were original members 
of the Sugarloaf Ski Club. Lee B. Sil-
verman
Joan & Bill Smith
Peter & Delinda Smith

The Swisher Family
Bear & Gerry Thompson
The Pete W Thompson MD Family, Mary, Eve-
lyn, Blake, Pete
John & Joyce Tobias
The Derrick & Wendy Tooth Family
Joe & Doris Tutlis
Patrick & Peggy Willihan
The Umscheids - Matt, Cynthia, Will & Hazel
Peter Van Alstine & Betsy Henshaw, Here’s to 
another 75 years!
Peter, Christine, Hannah, & Hayden Van Als-
tine
Peter Weston
Steve & Peg Whitcomb
The Whitledge Family- Bill, Holly, Bill, Jim, 
Michelle, Emily, Ginny and James
Bob and Shirley Zinn
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Sugarloafer Dan “Dano” Barker
Inducted Into the Maine Ski & Snowboard Hall of Fame

Class of 2024

call from a member of the crew in the middle of the night, and he

-

-

-

Dan accepting the award

Dan Barker making snow
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THE
FUTURE
IS
NOW

An all-new ski-in/out development.
Homesite lots now available only through your
slopeside living experts at Mountainside Real Estate.

Sugarloaf ’s Official Real Estate Agency

Stop in today!
Office located in Village Center

on Main Street.

realestate@sugarloaf.com • 207.237.2100 • sugarloafmountainside.com
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Celebrating 75 years of family, friendships,
and experiences that make Sugarloaf

more than just a mountain. 

We can’t wait to see
what the next 75 years holds.

Share your Sugarloaf story at sugarloaf.com/75

sugarloafer since 1950
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